
S 
EDUCATION 240-3 SOCIAL ISSUES IN ECATION 

Spring 1986	 Instructor: Suzanne DeCastell 
Mondays and Wednesdays 	 Location:	 Images Theatre 
11:30 - 12:20 
Plus one hour of tutorial per week. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To provide a broad base of information about schooling 
as a social institution, with specific focus on B.C. and 
Canada. 

2. To outline various perspectives on the aims and 
practices of the public school. 

3. To supply background knowledge in the foundational areas 
of sociology, political theory, philosophy and psychology as 
these impinge on a critical investigation of concerns and 
controversies within contemporary educational debate. 

TOPICS: 

- Historical overview of education in B.C. 
- The structure of the B.C. educational system. 
- The curriculum. 
- Issues of races sex and class. 
- Streaming and Testing 
- Giftedness, vocationalism, disability. 
- Images of Education in the popular media. 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Canadian Education in the '80s (ed) J. Donald Wilson 
Detselig Press, 1981. 

Achievement and Inectyalityin Education (ed) June Purvis and 
Margaret Hales, Routledqe & Kegan Paul, 1983. 

COURSE EQUIPMENT 

Students will be expected to complete all assigned readings. 
Assessment will be based on five assignments; 5 short (500 
words) assignments worth 10% each, and 2 longer (2,000 
words) papers worth 25.
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